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IISc chemistry among 100 best in world; computer 

science 150 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/432286/iisc-chemistry-among-100-world.html 

The Indian Institute of Science (IISc) is the only institution in the entire country to make it to the top 500 in the 

2014 Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU) undertaken by the Centre for World-Class 

Universities at Shanghai Jiao Tong University. 

 

Academics is considered a separate domain for rankings, which have been undertaken since 2003. IISc is 

ranked between 301 and 400 in the world for work in academics. Harvard University, the USA, has been 

number one for 12 years running and this year, too, it has maintained that position. 

The top 10 institutions, apart from Harvard, are Stanford, MIT, Berkeley, Cambridge, Princeton, Caltech, 

Columbia, Chicago and Oxford. As far as the English language is concerned, IISc has better ranking between 

101 and 150, in science performance, IISc is between 151 and 200 ranks. It is particularly in chemistry that IISc 

has done best, ranked 51-75. 

 

Chemistry has received very high attention at the institute, with very senior scientists like C N R Rao, P 

Balaram, D D Sarma and Goverdhan Mehta working in the field for several decades. The average experience of 

senior scientists in chemistry is around 40-50 years.  

 

In computer science, which is also very strong at IISc, it has been placed in the 101-150 rank category. So, 

subject-wise, IISc is on a fairly good wicket, but clearly a lot more work needs to be put in to be part of the Top 

10. 

 

ARWU considers universities that have Nobel laureates, field medalists, highly cited researchers, or papers 

published in magazines ‘Nature’ or ‘Science’. Part of the criterion is also a significant amount of papers indexed 

by Science Citation Index-Expanded and Social Science Citation Index. Overall, more than 1,200 universities 

are ranked and the best 500 are selected. 

 

IISc has not been short of funds, especially in the last few years. IISc’s former director P Balaram had been 

pointing out that funds are not a problem and what is needed is work. Even if IISc doesn’t make products, it is 

doing a great deal for academics by nurturing students to be good faculty. 

 

Training human resource in academics is a major goal that IISc has set for itself. IISc directors and professors 

repeatedly point to the number of institutions that came out of IISc in the 1940s, 1950s and 1960s - space and 

Isro, NAL, HAL, DRDO, TIFR and DAE. 

 

IISc, professors say, generates the best possible academicians in the country who help increase the number of 

academics. Another great contribution is training in theory and practicals of engineering, making it a unique 

institution with both basic sciences and engineering. 
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